It is notorious that for the last half century the
latter have been the friends and advisers of the
colored people; and whenever a slaye case was
before the courts of law they have been found
standing between the oppressors and the op-
pressed; and when the decision was against the
latter, they have submitted only with the deepest
sympathy for the slave, and abhorrence of the law
which consigned him to hopeless bondage."

He quotes Webster's assertion that fugitives are
arrested and carried away into slavery from Penn-
sylvania without complaint or excitement, and
shows by extracts from Quaker periodicals and
minutes of the Yearly Meeting that the Friends in
that State were profoundly stirred by the attempt
to repeal the state law granting jury trial to fugi-
tive slaves. His two years' residence in Pennsyl-
vania had qualified him to speak for that State as
well as Massachusetts.

Mr. Whittier's second visit to Washington was
in December, 1845, when, in company with Henry
Wilson, he was delegated by a Liberty party con-
vention to carry to Congress a petition containing
60,000 names against the annexation of Texas.
It was after a visit to a slave prison in that city
that he wrote the poem " At Washington."

He again visited Washington in February,
1848, and a few days before the death of John
Quincy Adams had an interview with that states-
man, of which,he gave some account in the " Era "
of April 13. Adams said he longed to see our
government take a step which would place a seal
of national disapprobation on the institution of